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The seven story main building of this retirement 
home, dating from 1965, originally had 116 beds. It 
also incorporates a nursery-school. In 1974 a 
building was added as a nursing home with another 
55 beds. In addition to retrofitting the main building 
new offices, a dining room and an entrance foyer on 
the ground floor were added. The functioning of the 
main building as a nursing home was limiting. This 
problem was addressed by the renovation. 

A disadvantage of the main building layout was that 
the rooms were separated by long corridors into 
three zones with a small, somewhat dark common 
area squeezed between the elevators and stairwell. 

The project was sponsored by the German Federal 
Ministry of Economy and Technology. 
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• Rooms were enlarged by closing in the balconies 
with a light wooden construction with 20 cm of 
mineral wool. All windows were replaced. To 
ensure good daylighting of the rooms and common 
areas, 2/3 of the surface area is transparent and 
1/3 opaque. 50 m² solar air collectors were also 
incorporated into both the east and west facades. 

• Insulation: north and south facades,  20 cm 
polystyrene; roof  22 cm polyurethane. 

• Single room heating control.
• A thermal power station (100 kW heating capacity 
+ 50 kW electric power) is the heart of the system. 
There are also two low-temperature gas burners 
(310 kW) with exhaust gas heat exchangers.
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