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Annual policy advocacy report about the status of all 

renewable energies including energy efficiency and energy 

systems integration on 336 pages (including 80 pages 

endnotes)

70,000 downloads over the year

Download report, summary and key charts: 

http://www.ren21.net/gsr-2019/

IEA SHC Solar Academy  

What is the Global Status Report?

http://www.ren21.net/gsr-2019/
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Report was launched mid June at five events around the world plus 

press releases in nine languages with the key message: 

“Solar PV and wind are now mainstream options in the power 

sector. For the fourth consecutive year, more renewable power 

capacity was installed than fossil fuel and nuclear power 

combined.” (98 GW PV and 52 GW Wind)

“Renewables supply more than 26 % of global electricity, however 

only 10 % of heating and cooling and 3 % of transport. This 

imbalance between energy sectors is in large part due to 

insufficient or unstable policy support.” 

“A breakthrough could occur if countries cut their fossil fuel 

subsidies. In 2017, around USD 300 billion was used to subsidize 

fossil fuel consumption globally. ”

IEA SHC Solar Academy  

Key messages of the press release?
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What is worth reading in the GSR?



RANKING OF THE LARGEST FLAT 
PLATE COLLECTOR MANUFACTURERS
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Noticeable increase in flat plate collectors in China

IEA SHC Solar Academy  
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2018: good year for the southern Europe manufacturers
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Key export markets 2018 for solar water heater kits

IEA SHC Solar Academy  
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2018: good year for the southern Europe manufacturers



Market development 2018 in the largest markets



Market development 2018 in the largest markets

Find the figures of this chart in table Table R19 page 221 

in the GSR.
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Denmark: largest SDH market 2018

IEA SHC Solar Academy  

Source: Global Status Report 2018
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SDH markets diversify

Source: IEA SHC Task 55



SOLAR INDUSTRIAL HEAT: 
A TOUGH BUSINESS
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Survey among 82 SHIP technology suppliers as part of Solar Payback Project:

93 % were not satisfied with their sales in 2018

only 32 SHIP suppliers (out of 82) installed one SHIP system or more last year

Vacuum tube collectors dominate the market, followed by parabolic trough and flat 

plate collectors

SHIP Technology supplier survey 2018

https://www.solarthermalworld.org/content/mexico-china-and-india-lead-global-ship-market
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SHIP Supplier World Map on solar-payback.com/suppliers

IEA SHC Solar Academy  
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SHIP Supplier World Map on solar-payback.com

IEA SHC Solar Academy  
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SHIP photo gallery free for utilisation

IEA SHC Solar Academy  

67 photos free for utilisation if copy right owner is mentioned: https://www.solar-
payback.com/gallery/gallone_en.php (available in English, Spanish and Portuguese)

https://www.solar-payback.com/gallery/gallone_en.php


HEAT SUPPLY CONTRACTS: 
POPULAR BUT HARD TO IMPLEMENT
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Heat supply contracts: Popular but hard to implement
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Three key trends drove the growth of ESCOs in the solar thermal supply chain in 2018. 

1. Several established suppliers of solar thermal technologies – such as Modulo Solar 

(Mexico), Linuo Paradigma (China) and Millennium Energy Industries (Jordan) added 

heat supply contracts to their portfolios.

2. A number of start-up companies emerged with a focus on the contracting of 

commercial and industrial heat supply (e.g. New Heat in France and SWA Solar 

Wärme Austria)

3. Renewable financing facilitators broadened their sales strategies beyond electricity 

to include thermal energy (e.g. Kyotherm from France) 

Increasing number of solar heat ESCOs

IEA SHC Solar Academy  

https://www.solarthermalworld.org/content/french-independent-heat-supplier-optimise-and-de-risk-all-contracts
https://www.solarthermalworld.org/content/carefree-heat-supply-package-plus-green-marketing
https://www.solarthermalworld.org/content/french-ship-investor-partners-technology-suppliers


NEW DEALS FOR SOLAR HEAT 
PROJECTS THAT USE CONCENTRATING 

TECHNOLOGIES
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US-based Glasspoint, which has constructed a 1 GWth project in Oman since 2016, 

have signed two more deals: 850 MWth plant is planned at Belridge oil field in 

California and Glasspoint signed a memorandum of understanding with the oil 

producer Occidental of Oman for a 2 GWth system.

Estimated 350 MWth concentrating collector technology was in operation at the end 

of 2018.

A relevant system for the SHIP market in Brazil is under construction with 8.3 MWth

with parabolic trough collectors for a farm to dry tobacco and to produce electricity.

New deals for concentrating solar heat systems

IEA SHC Solar Academy  
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Rising interest among commercial and industrial clients result in a number of new 

deals also in new emerging markets (Oman, Spain, Latvia)

Clean air policies drive markets in Poland and China

Increasing demand for residential solar water heater kits in the Middle East and in 

East and Central Africa allowed several southern European collector producer to 

enlarge their production volumes

A growing number of businesses offer solar heat supply contracts as ESCOs

An increasing number of countries offer financial support installation and 

modernisation of district heating networks with a high share of renewables

Summary: Promising trends from the year 2018

IEA SHC Solar Academy  



Solrico – global solar research network
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Thanks for your attention!

Bärbel Epp, epp@solrico.com

www.solrico.com, www.solarthermalworld.org
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