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ABSTRACT

Four years of thermal performance, operation, maintenance, and
longevity for eleven evacuated collector installations in the United
States, Canada, Europe, and Australia are reported. Also presented are
details on each installation’s system, controls, loads, climate,
components, and experiments. All installations have used a common set of
definitions and reporting format so that different installation’s results
may be easily and unambiguously compared. Thermal performance results
are provided on an instantaneous, daily, monthly, and seasonal basis.
Comparisons are made to show what effect differences in collector type,
evacuated tube type and size, reflectors, tube spacing, preheating,
capacitance, snow cover, season, climate, and end use patterns have on
thermal performance, operation, maintenance, durability, and longevity.
A concise 1ist of conclusions are presented for evacuated collector and
system thermal performance, operation, maintenance, and Tongevity.
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